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Board of Trustees member Bernadette Cheyne addresses student concerns in an open forum in the University Library. 


CSU board faculty trustee speaks at library 


The BOT’s only 
faculty trustee spoke 
to more than 50 
faculty, students. 


By Davin Lopez 
Contributing Writer 


Cal State University Faculty Trust- 
ee Bernadette Cheyne discussed the 
importance of trustees understanding 
students’ concerns during a meeting 


Fashion show to highlight emerging student-designers 


One student-designer 
describes her line as 
‘grunge meets glam.’ 


By JuLte CHUNG 
Staff Writer 


Four Cal State Long Beach student- 
designers have been selected for this 
year’s Rags II Rhythms fashion show, 
an on-campus eyent that highlights 
emerging designers. 

The fashion show, which takes place 
Thursday, also provides an opportu- 
nity for student-designers to network 
within the fashion industry. 

Ana Rosales, a senior fashion mer- 
chandising major, is among the four 
who were chosen. 

“Tm really excited for the show,” 
Rosales said. “[Rags II Rhythms] lets 


with students and faculty members on 
Monday at the University Library. 

Cheyne spoke briefly before open- 
ing the floor to questions for most of 
the 90-minute meeting. : 

More than 50 students and faculty 
members were present. 

“Having a faculty trustee is im- 
portant to keep a faculty and student 
voice out there,” Cheyne said. “I see 
that as an important part of my role.” 

History major Alberto Mata asked 
Cheyne about her feelings regarding 
the planned hunger strike by CSU stu- 
dents in protest of rising tuition costs. 

“As a child of the 60s, I understand 
extreme measures,” Cheyne said. “No 
one feels good about what’s going on. 


me go in the direction I want to go with 
my designs.” 

Rosales designed one garment for 
Campus Couture, another campus- 
held fashion show, last year, but she 
said she has never created:a full cloth- 
ing line for a show. 

“Rags II Rhythms is more me, 
[whereas] the Campus Couture show 
that I’m doing [this year] is more of 
assignments and what I’ve learned,” 
Rosales said. 

Rosales will be showcasing ‘her line 
of eight garments for Rags II Rhythms 
this year. 

She described her line as “grunge 
meets glam,” with electro-inspired 
bright colors and a hint of edginess. 

“What I like about designing is 
that you have an idea and you sketch 
it out, and how the final [garment] all 
comes together, it’s the best feeling,” 
Rosales said. “[After] all the hours, 


I’m aware that during extreme situ- 
ations, when people feel powerless, 
they will take extreme measures ... I 
would just hope that whatever those 
extreme ways are, they do not cause 
harm.” 

Cheyne added that her role as Fac- 
ulty Trustee also requires thinking in 
broader terms. 

“T wouldn’t be doing my job if I 
voted the way the faculty wanted me 
to vote every time,” Cheyne said. “I 
have to vote the way I see is the best 
for the California State University 
System.” 

When another student asked about 
the possibility of closing one of the 
smaller CSU campuses to save funds, 


Cheyne responded that a plan to do so 
“is not openly on the table.” She also 
said that the overall sentiment of the 
Board to consider such a measure was 
an “absolute, vehement, ‘no.’” 
Cheyne answered a question about 
the possibility of departments or pro- 
grams being eliminated by saying that 
it was something that had “been men- 
tioned” during board meetings. She 
said that consolidating programs was 
another possibility, although no par- 
ticular programs had been named nor 
was any formal resolution proposed. 
Many in the room applauded when 
professor Dan O’Connor, liberal 
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Students go 
on hunger 
strike until 
CSU meets 
demands 


Demands include 
freeze on tuition 
increases, no more 
cuts to classes. 


By Ron Bar-ZION 
Staff Writer 


Students in the Cal State University 
system are fasting until the Board of 
Trustees agrees to reduce the cost of 
education and improve free-speech 
rights on CSU campuses. 

The students involved in the strike 
are part of Students for Quality Edu- 
cation (SQE), an organization formed 
by CSU students to build a movement 
for educational rights in public higher 
education. 

Thirteen student activists from six 
CSU campuses announced Friday that 
they would be going on a hunger strike 
beginning May 2. The activists said the 
strike is expectéd to last until the BOT 
accepts their demands. 

The activists and their supporters 
will be at the BOT meeting on May 9 
to address their concerns again. 

On April 27, members of SQE offi- 
cially announced the hunger strike dur- 
ing a teleconference. 

According to the speakers, their pro- 
posal had been made on March 20, and 
April 27 was the last day for the BOT 
to reply. The activists participating in 
the strike are from campuses in San 
Bernardino, Fullerton, Northridge, 
Long Beach, Dominguez Hills and 
Sacramento. 

“For the last decade, CSU students 
have fought back against budget cuts to 
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Five changing 
stations would be 
installed over the 
summer. 


By- JULIE CHUNG 
Staff Writer 


A resolution to add diaper-changing 
stdtions to designated restrooms on 
campus passed in its first and second 
reading on Wednesday at the Associ- 
ated Students Inc. Senate meeting. 

This resolution originated when 
‘Jeane Relleve Caveness, the assistant 
dean of students, approached Senators 
Angelica Cortez and Jessica Corral, the 


NEWS 


two authors of this resolution, with an 
issue a student mother had with chang- 
ing her baby on campus. 


Cortez and Corral are the Senators of 


the College of Health and Human Ser- 
vices. 

According to the resolution, 23 per- 
cent of college students have dependent 
children under the age of five. 

“Although the amount of students 
who ... attend class with their children 
is minimal, I feel that their needs still 
need to be met,”-Corral said. “They at- 
tend classes just like any other students 
and the last thing they should be wor- 
rying about is where they are going to 
change their child.” 

Cortez and Corral conducted a sur- 
vey in response to see how many stu- 
dents would be interested in adding 
changing stations to the restrooms on 


www.Daily49er.com 


campus. 

There were a total of 102 students 
surveyed. There were 53 students that 
selected “interested,” 36 that were “not 
interested” and 13 students that were 
“neutral.” : 

If approved, changing stations would 
be added to the Horn Center, College of 
Business Administration, the KKJZ/ 
FM building, the engineering building, 
and the main floor of the University Li- 
brary. 

The resolution will be presented to 
the Division of Administration and Fi- 
nance, who will decide whether or not 
to fund the project. 

The changing stations would cost an 
estimate. of $900 to $1,200. 

If approved, the five changing sta- 
tions would be installed over the sum- 
mer and ready to use by fall 2012. 


Vince CamrieLp | DAtLy 49eR 


The fourth floor of the University Student Union is currently the 
only place on campus with diaper-changing stations. 


Increases in loan interest rate opposed by ASI Senate 


A resolution aims to 
maintain the Stafford 
Loan interest rate. 


By Monique CARNES 
Assistant City Editor 


The Associated Students Inc. Sen- 
ate passed a resolution on behalf of the 
Cal State Student Association that took 
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and everything put into it, it’s the best 
thing in the world.” 

The 12th annual Rags II Rhythms | 
fashion show will feature the four 
student designers, underground de- 
signers, and big apparel companies, 
such as Buffalo Exchange, Torrid and 
Loehmann’s. 

The executive director and produc- 
er of the show, Alana Janay Johnson, 
has worked for the show since 2009. 
She spends six months planning the 
show from start to finish. 

“The purpose of the-show is to 
Showcase the under-designers who 
are just starting out and haven’t been 
able to open up their own stores or 
maybe go mainstream,” Johnson 
said. 

In past years, there have been up to 
17 designers who presented their 10- 
to 15-piece collections in the show. 
To cut down the time this year, 


a position matching President Barack 
Obama’s push to maintain subsidized 
Stafford Loan interest rates at 3.4 per- 
cent. 

The student loan interest rate used to 
be at 6.8 percent until the College Cost 
Reduction and Access Act of 2007 was 
passed. 

This act implemented a four-year 
plan to lower that rate to today’s 3.4 
percent. 

However, this plan expires July 1, 
raising the interest rate back to 6.8 per- 
cent unless Congress acts. 


Johnson chose 11 designers. 

“Casting designers has become 
really cutthroat because we want to 
have a good production,” Johnson 
said. “Not that it hasn’t been [good] - 
in the past, but we just want the audi- 
ence to have fun the whole time and 
not lose interest.” 

The theme of this year’s Rags | 
Il Rhythms fashion show will be 
“Check Into Timeless Fashion,” with 
an old, vintage, Victorian hotel witha 
modern twist. 

“IT thought it’d be really cool to 
have a skit of models checking into 
hotels and having luggage and doing 
a fun thing like that,” Johnson said. 

The Rags II Rhythms fashion 
show typically attracts 450-500 peo- 
ple, Johnson said. 

The show begins at 7 p.m. in the 
University Student Union ballroom. 

Tickets are $12 for students and 
$15 for non-students. 

Tickets can be purchased in the 
University Student Union at the In- 
formation Center. 


ASI Vice President Stephen Thomas 
authored the resolution. It was present- 
ed to the Senate and was passed on its 
first, second and third reading Wednes- 
day. 

During the reading, ASI President 
Lucy Nguyen and Cal State Long Beach 
President F. King Alexander spoke on 
the importance of the resolution. 

Student loan debt in the United 
States has grown to more than $1 tril- 
lion, according to the resolution. 

“The resolution clearly shows that 
student loan debt exceeds all other debt 


besides home mortgage debt,” Alexan- 
der said. 

Subsidized Stafford Student Loans 
are funded by the federal government 
and provide students with interest-free 
loans until six months after gradua- 
tion. 

Stafford Loans are supposed to be at 
a fixed rate. 

They are also one of the lowest-cost 
ways to pay for school. 

An increase in the student loan in- 
terest rate to 6.8 percent would prove 
harmful to the economic interests and 


opportunities of college and university 
graduates, especially during a period of 
national economic recovery, according 
to the resolution. 

The resolution encourages officials 
and students to support federal legis- 
lative action before July 1 to maintain 
the student loan interest rate at 3.4 per- 
cent; = 

“Rising tuition costs coupled with 
increasing, student loan interest rate, 
means that our college and university 
graduates would take longer to pay off 
their loans,” Nguyen said. 
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ASI evaluates chief of staff 
appointment procedures 


The resolution would 
allow the Senate 

to recommend 
applicants to the 
president. 


By MOoniQgur CARNES 
Assistant City Editor 


A resolution that would change the 
election procedures for the Associated 
Students Inc. executive positions was 
passed on its second reading Wednes- 
day. 

The resolution would allow the Sen- 
ate to know who is applying for chief 
of staff and recommend one of the ap- 
plicants to the president. 
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education, and we’ve tried just about 
everything you could think of to pre- 
vent the dismantling of our public 
university system,” Donnie Bessom, 
a SQE organizer and graduate student 
from Cal State Long Beach, said. 

Some demands include a five-year 
freeze on tuition fee increases, the 
elimination of the car and housing al- 


The chief of staff serves in the presi- 
dent’s cabinet as the senior policymak- 
ing adviser. 

The resolution, natored by Senator- 
at-Large Jason Neas, was changed dur- 
ing the second reading to provide more 
clarity. The title changed from being a 
proposed bylaw amendment for chief of 
staff appointment procedures to proce- 
dures for executive officers’ appoint- 
ments. 

During the Senate meeting, Senator 
of the College of Business Administra- 
tion Jose Espeleta pointed out that the 
resolution’s former title did not clearly 
state whether the resolution was refer- 
ring to the chief programming officer as 
well, which is also appointed by the ASI 
president. 

Kim Tabari, ASI assistant director of 
student involvement, clarified that the 
resolution meant the Senate would only 
be suggesting the applicant they believe 


is best for the position, but the president 
would still be the one to appoint who 
they want to fill in that position. 

Richard Haller, executive director of 
ASI, said that, in order for the resolu- 
tion to be passed, the Senate needed a 
two-thirds majority vote. 

During the Senate meeting, Senator 
of the College of Mathematics and Nat- 
ural Sciences Manuel Nieto said that 
the Senate should be addressing the is- 
sues. He said he did not believe this was 
the best way to resolve the issue, but no 
one else was offering alternatives. 

ASI Vice President Stephen Thomas 
abstained from voting because, as the 
chair, his vote would become the decid- 
ing factor in case of a tie. He said that 
he believes there are issues with the ap- 
pointment procedures. 

“T definitely think it’s a priority for 
the Senate to address the issues with the 
appointment procedures,” Thomas said. 


lowances for presidents of all 23 cam- 
puses, and no more cuts to classes and 
student services. 

They specified that, if cuts are to be 
made, they must be made by reducing 
administrative and executive salaries 
back to their 1999 levels. 

In addition, SQE also wants free 
speech areas on campuses to include 
the entire campus, stating that universi- 


- ties should be a safe space to express 


ideas without intimidation by campus 


police and administration. 

CSU Spokesman Erik Fallis said stu- 
dents from SQE have been heard, and 
they have had their opportunity to ex- 
press their concerns with the BOT. 

Fallis also said it’s important for 
students to have a voice and to express 
their concerns, but students should not 
do anything that puts themselves at 
risk. 

Fallis said that all of the demands 
made by SQE are subject to review, but 
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studies department chair, asked why 
the non-academic members of the 
board didn’t visit campuses. 

“Some of them do,” Cheyne said, 
before adding that it was not neces- 
sarily feasible for all BOT members 


to be there because of prior commit-_ 


there are certain things that the CSU 
system doesn’t control, such as state 
funding support. 

He also said that the CSU Board has 
to be realistic of what the CSU’s policy 
options are and that the policies can 
change if the state were to make a fund- 
ing cut to the system. 

Some students agree with the inten- 
tions of the activists, but don’t think a 
hunger strike is a realistic way to solve 
the problem. 
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Bente Cheyne, a. CSU Faculty Trustee speaks at the library. 


ments and fiscal restraints. 

Cheyne was appointed to the 
position of faculty trustee by Gov. 
Jerry Brown in July 2011. 

Prior to her appointment, Cheyne 
served as a professor at Humboldt 
State University. 

The BOT is a 25-member govern- 
ing. body that oversees the 23 cam- 
puses. 


Kevin Calenzani, a freshman jour- 
nalism and Spanish major, said he 
doesn’t think the hunger strike will 
be effective. He said he likes the idea, 
but doesn’t think their demands will be 
met. 

However, freshman environmental 
engineering major Andrew Kao said 
the group’s demands are reasonable. 

“T’m not too sure that the administra- 
tion will respond to a hunger strike, per 
se,” he said. 
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Grads should not be wary of low-paying jobs 


College grads may be in for a tough 
time next month. Reports say that 1 
in 2 new college graduates are either 
underemployed or unemployed. Ac- 
cording to 
The As- 
sociated 
Press, 
certain graduates are going to have 
less luck finding a post-grad job. 
Unsurprisingly, jobs in science-related 
industries have the greatest opportuni- 
ties for graduates, but graduates with 
liberal arts degrees have the hardest 
time finding work. 

A common solution is for recent 
grads to take odd jobs in retail or food 
services to make money until they find 
a job suited to the skills they gained in 
college. Being underemployed as a col- 
lege graduate is certainly frustrating. 
Especially in California when students 
have survived multiple setbacks in the 
form of budget cuts, tuition increases 
and cut classes. Paying off student 
loans on a decent salary is tough 
enough, but trying to pay them off on 
minimum wage is damn near impos- 
sible. 

But graduates should keep in mind 
the fact that not everyone finds their 
dream job directly out of college. Be- 
ing an underemployed graduate is no 
longer unusual. 

Rather, it has quickly become the 
norm. Salaries are down across the 
board for graduates with bachelor’s 
degrees, which is why more students 
are considering grad school. 

Even though we’re promised secu- 
rity and income by getting our degrees, 
it is time to get a little more realistic. 


As terrible as it sounds, that is no 
longer the norm. 


The important thing to remember in 
these situations is to not give up and 


Our VIEW 


to not be discouraged by the lack of immediate opportunities. You 
should not be afraid of taking a low-paying job for a few months — 
maybe years — while you continue your search for a job. It is easy 
to let pride get in the way, but with the job market hurting, students 


will have to suck it up and do it. 


Job prospects may be slim no matter what, but students should 
take advantage of all their opportunities while they are still in 
school. Students who network and complete internships obvi- 


ously have a better chance at getting a job. Making connections 
with people in the industry you are interested and getting real life 
experience is invaluable. So much emphasis is put on just getting 
the degree, but what you do to supplement your education is just as 
important. Even if it does not help immediately, the extra experi- 
ence will certainly be helpful down the line. You will never regret 
taking an internship, but you may regret never taking one. 

Being underemployed or unemployed is a difficult situation to 


important. 


deal with, especially when you are young and just starting out in 
life. But there are many other students sharing in that same strug- 
gle. Taking on a job as a waitress or a barista while you continue 
your search may not be the most glamorous choice, but there may 
not be many others. As tough as it may be, graduates need to swal- 
low their pride and keep going. Results may not come as quickly as 
they have in the past, but staying in the game and not giving up is 


Graduating on time is possible despite unit caps and budget cuts 


With budget cuts, unit caps and notoriously 
impacted majors, timely graduation, for many, 
seems impossible. 

However, the task is not impossible because 
where there is a will there is a way. 

Boycotts, protests and petitions have been 
making their way around our campus, but in real- 
ity, students just need to reflect on their futures 
and organize their tasks accordingly. 

I-came in as a pre-business marketing major 
four years ago, soon enough business calcu-. 
lus happened, and I reevaluated my major and 
decided that communication studies was a better 
fit for me. 

Changing my major was a debilitating task, 
because I lost a lot of units in the process, but it 
was the best decision I made. 

I took a journalism course and decided ! want- 


ed to major in public relations as well. A semester 
later I declared journalism as my second major. I 
was also taking Russian for my GE requirements, 
and consequently filed for a minor in that depart- 
ment as well. 

Two majors and a minor resulted in a full plate, 
with a part-time job on the side and an officer 
position in my sorority, I was 
certain my four-year plan had 
turned into a five or even six- 
year plan. 

So I started formulating a Y 
plan to see advisors and make sure my courses 
were double or triple counting. : 

I also took it upon myself to register for sum- 
mer courses at local community colleges so I 
wouldn’t be responsible for the expenses of sum- 
mer and winter tuition at our university. 


Over the course of three summers, and only 
a few hundred dollars later, I was able to obtain 
nearly 21 units. Signing up for more units permit 
earlier registration for those of us struggling to 
obtain classes in our majors. ; 

With’earlier registration times I was able to 
pick from more classes then others, which put me 

ahead of the curve. 
I took up to 19 units one 


IRIN A CHIRKIN A Semester, and as little as 12 


in another semester, which 

averaged out to approximately 
15 units per-semester, which is still possible even - 
with the unit cap. 

Four years later, I am graduating on time next 
month. A little dedication, organization and 
research go a long way, and I believe that every 
student here is capable of completing their bach- 
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elor’s degree on time. Of course, there are various 
factors for every individual, like jobs, family and 
internships, but it is not impossible. 

There are so many resources at our disposal 
that we forget to utilize. The Advising Center is.a 
wealth of information and contains multiple valu- 
able resources and people that want to help. 

Also, planning your schedules ahead of time 
and having multiple class options is imperative 
for getting the classes you need. 

Most of all utilize your networks, professors 
and faculty; they want you to graduate just as 
much as you do. Where there is a will there’s a 
way, so as our school motto states, “Graduation 
begins today.” 

Irina Chirkina is a senior communication stud- 
ies and journalism double major and a contribut- 
ing writer for the Daily 49er. 
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Digital entertainment is the scapegoat for society’s problems 


This is ludicrous. 
The problem with these stories is that they are 
. written by out-of-touch reporters who constantly 
misquote and misrepresent video games 
as a whole. 
There is no blatant “island mas- 


I am a video game nerd and have been for my 
entire life. Electronic entertainment is a huge fo- 
cus of my master’s thesis, so I’m pretty hardcore. 

The passion I have for electronic entertainment 
is always dampened, however, when I see yet 
another egregious case of the media and society 
blaming and questioning video games for the ills 
of humanity. 

The most recent example of this is the case 
of Norwegian mass murderer Anders Behring 
Breivik, who bombed Oslo government installa- 
tions in 2011, killing eight people. 

He then went on a rampage on an island where 
he killed more than 60 other people, the majority 
of which were teenagers. 

As a crazed far-right lunatic, Breivik published 
his own manifesto, a 1,518-page'document called 
“2083: A European Declaration of Indépen- 
dence,” and distributed it to more than’1,000 
addresses before commencing his attacks. 

In his manuscript, Breivik espouses a clearly 
racist form of ideology, but what seems to be 
getting most of the attention is not his obvious 
mental derangement. 

Rather, much of the media has decided to focus 


on the portion of the manuscript where he men- 
tions playing video games. 

According to an article in The Guardian, “he 
mentioned completing the Tolkien-esque fanta- 
sy role-playing game ‘Dragon Age: Origins,’ 
using the online game ‘World of Warcraft’ 
to relax, and playing ‘Modern Warfare 
2’ as part of his ‘training-simulation.”” 

The Mirror, another U.K. publica- 
tion, claims that “Call Of Duty” 
allows players to “shoot people on 
an island,” implying that there is a 
link between playing the game and 

' Breivik’s massacre. 

Another British publication called 

The Times ran a story containing the 
terizations. 


headline, “Breivik played video 
GERRY WACHOVSKY 
My favorite being 


games for a year to train for 
when Sen. Gayle Slossberg (D - CT) claimed in 


remember, and I’ve played them 
all. 

In fact, there are eight games 
in the series, as well as several 
other add-ons and expansions, 
so this kind of finger-pointing at 
a popular video game series is 
really nothing but poor reporting 
and poor fact-checking. 
This story brings 
to mind the contro- 

versy produced by the 
“Grand Theft Auto” 
series, which has led 
to several mischarac- 


deadly attacks.” 

I guess with all the gam- 
ing hours and years I have 
under my belt the media 
would consider me to be a 
criminal mastermind of the 
highest regard. 


sacre” in “Call Of Duty” that I can - 


2008 that players can earn points for committing 
rape in “Grand Theft Auto IV.” 

Anyone who has played “Grand Theft Auto 
IV” knows how ridiculous of a claim that is. 
There is absolutely no rape in the game whatsoev- 
er, making Sen. Slossberg’s claim a baseless and 
incredibly, stupidly misinformed assertion. 

In the end, video games will continue to 
be blamed for schmucks like Breivik doing 
schmucky things, much like rap music was 
blamed for violence throughout the ‘90s. 

It’s important to remember that video games 
are purely a source of entertainment for most 
people. Video games are not a rallying cry to 
commit crimes. 

Breivik is simply insane. Playing violent video 
games does not make someone more prone to 
commit violence. 

The real problem here is not digital enter- 
tainment. The real problem is the scapegoating 
displayed by members of the media and lawmak- 
ers who want to desperately make a link where 
there is none. 

Gerry Wachovsky is a graduate student and 
columnist for the Daily 49er. 
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“The Raven,” a fictional movie starring John Cusack as Edgar Allen Poe, follows a series of murders based on the writer's famous stories. 


Edgar Allen Poe film, ‘The Raven,’ sick, sensational 


The movie brings 
some of the author’s 
most beloved works 
to the screen. 


By AARON CoRDOVA 


Assistant Diversions Editor 


On October 7, 1859, Edgar Allen Poe 
was found dying on a park bench in 
Baltimore, Maryland. The days leading 
up to his death are still a mystery. 

This stands as one of the only his- 
torical accuracies in director James 
McTeigue’s massacre-mystery about 
one of America’s greatest poets and lit- 
erary pioneers. “The Raven” takes in- 
spiration from Edgar Allen Poe’s work, 
and shapes a fictional mystery about his 
life and death. 

Poe (John Cusack) exists as a finan- 
cially struggling writer, notorious alco- 
holic, and general nutcase in the Balti- 
more community. He demands respect 
and notoriety with no absence of con- 


fidence and vigor, but mostly finds ridi- 
cule from readers who mock most of his 
writings, save for his treacherous and 
grisly tales of agonizing human death. 
One unknown reader, though, takes 
particular liking to Poe’s twisted tales. 
Following a series of unimaginable and 
elaborate murders, Police Detective Fields 
(Luke Evans) determines that the slayings 
are, in fact, inspired 
by Poe’s writings. 
With this 
knowledge, Fields 
recruits Poe to 
trace the relentless 
murderer _ before 
he can claim more 
victims, including 
one in particular 
who means more 
to Poe than anyone 
else in the world. 
The film rapidly 
thrusts viewers into gory murder scenes 
without spending too much time on story 
development. That isn’t to say, though, 
that there lacks a solid framework for the 
beautifully crafted killings to sit upon. 
Each death is delivered whole-heart- 


edly, avoiding cut-aways that would 
have watered down the brutality that is 
sure to churn the stomach of any viewer. 
The devotion to terror is satisfying and 
shocking, giving this film something to 
brag about for being a non-Halloween 
season horror release. 

While Cusack does his best to deliver 
justice to the infamous Poe, he does so 
with a question- 
able amount of 
whimsy. His 
performance 
makes for a like- 
able protagonist, 
but creates dif- 
ficulty for audi- 
ences to believe 
that the dialogue 
of such elaborate 
prose could real- 
ly come from the 
mouth of a Willy 
Wonka-type literary character. 

Still, there is enough artful story- 
delivery to keep viewers entertained 
throughout. 

Costuming sparés no expense in this 
movie, and audiences will revel in the 


grandeur of an authentic masquerade 
ball complete with a masked horseman 
hell-bent on killing the mood — and 
maybe some party-goers. 

The early-American industrial city 
feels more like eighteenth-century 
London that finds itself housing a hos- 
tile community of elites who all deserve 
a taste of humility — or a beheading. 

While Poe fanatics will enjoy physical 
representations of the horrors formerly 
only existing on paper — including “The 
Telltale Heart” and “The Pit and the Pen- 
dulum” — the overall plot is an original 
fiction not unlike that found in “Titanic.” 

Taking an American legend’s mysteri- 
ous death and adding a justification for 
what has always been shrouded in mystery 
is a monstrous task. Fortunately for “The 
Raven,” the film is successful in providing 
a thrilling and chilling trip back in time. 

The bulk of a viewer’s enjoyment 
comes from the race to the finish 
rather than the actual solution at the 
end, which could have been altered 
or left out altogether. However, there 
are plenty of jumps, gasps and even 
some laughter to be had throughout the 
course of this well-conceived ride. 


Jack White 
shows talent, 
variety on new 
solo album 


By Marr Griprr 
Assistant Opinions Editor 


Jack White has been a man of many 
personas over the years. He started in 
the garage-rock duo The White Stripes, 
founded the rock supergroup The Ra- 
conteurs, and then jumped-ship played 
drums for his next band The Dead 
Weather. Each one of those projects 
was innovative and wildly different, 
but they each had a certain Jack White 
sound that could not be ignored. 

He recently released an entire album 
of that “Jack White sound.” White’s 
first solo album “Blunderbuss” was re- 
leased last week, and it is reminiscent of 


all those projects while also remaining 
a monster of its own. There are huge, 
blistering rock ’n’ roll tracks, soft piano 
ballads, and even the occasional coun- 
try song. Without a band around him, 
he has been set free to do all the crazy, 
weird stuff that he’s always wanted to. 

Much like an old White Stripes re- 
cord, the album starts out with the 
heavier music 
first. The first 
track, “Miss- 
ing Pieces,” 
starts the al- 
bum off slow 
before _ tran- 
sitioning into 
one of White’s 
classic guitar 
riffs. The first 
single “Six- 
teen Saltines” 
follows. 

It is a loud and dirty rock song about 
how love can rip you to pieces. His lyr- 
ics are as dark and funny as ever on this 
track, such as when he screeches out, 
“Who’s jealous, who’s jealous, who’s jeal- 
ous, who’s jealous of who? / If I get busy 
then I couldn’t care less what you do.” 

Another one of the .standout tracks 


_ Jack White's “Blunderbuss” 


5 out of 5. hovels 


on the album is “Love Interruption,” 
which was released a few weeks early 
on White’s website. The song was also 
performed on the otherwise disastrous 
Lindsay Lohan episode of Saturday 
Night Live. Only White could make a Lo- 
han episode worth watching, and he stole 
the show with an all-girl backing band 
of violinists, pianists and a bassoon. The 
real star of this track, 
however, is Ruby 
Amanfu, a grammy- 
nominated Nashville 
g it? . singer whose voice 
echoes White’s on ev- 

ery verse. The lyrics 

about the devastating 

power of love are in- 

credibly cynical once 

again, “I want love to 

murder my own moth- 
_ er/and take her off to 

somewhere / like hell 
or up above.” . 

The second half of the album is populat- 
ed by slower piano-heavy tracks, like the 
title-track, “Blunderbuss.” This is where 
we get to see one of the most interesting 
sides of White. He may-be a rock god, but 
his heart has always been in Southern- 
style blues. His love for Nashville comes 


Blunderbuss 


through in the jangly, funk-filled “Trash 
Tongue Talker.” He also covers the 1960s 
R&B song “I’m Shakin’” by Little Willie 
John. White’s broken yet classic vocals 
make this version a must-listen. 

It is always exciting when White starts 
a new band and decides to go a different 
direction, but this album seems like it 
came straight from his heart. It’s reminis- 
cent of The White Stripes later works like 
“Elephant” or “Get Behind Me Satan,” 
when Jack abandoned the simplicity of 
the two-person garage band, and experi- 
mented with piano’solos and xylophones. 
He had already made his place in rock 
history before this, but it’s clear that this 
is one of the best things he’s ever done. 
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alendar 


May 1 


Student art galleries 

The art department presents 
MFA drawing, painting and 
sculpture, and BFA metal and 
jewelry from noon to 5 p.m. lo- 
cated between the FA2 and FA3 
buildings. Admission is free. 


‘Late: A Cowboy Song’ 
The University Players present 
“Late: A Cowboy Song” at 8 
p.m. at the Players Theater. 
Tickets are $15 for students and 
$20 for general admission. 


‘Rosencrantz and 


Guildenstern Are Dead’ 
The California Repertory 
Company presents “Rosen- 
crantz and Guildenstern 
Are Dead” at 8 p.m. at the 
Royal Theater on the Queen 
Mary, located at 1126 Queens 
Highway. Tickets are $15 for 
students.and $20 for general 
admission. 


‘Piano Plus!’ 

The Bob Cole Conservatory of 
Music presents “Piano Plus!” 
with Shun-Lin Chou, director, 
at 8 p.m. at the Gerald Daniel 
Recital Center. Tickets are $7 
for students and $10 for general 
admission. 


‘I’m Graduating — Now 
What?’ 

The Career Development Cen- 
ter presents “I’m Graduating - 
Now What?” from 2 - 3 p.m. in 
BH-250. Admission is free. 


Festival of Animation’ 
The Art Theatre presents Spike 


» and Mike’s “Sick and Twisted 
‘ Festival of Animation 2012” 


from 9 - 10:30 p.m. at 2025 E. 
4th Street. Admission is $11. 


‘Beyond the Figurine’ 
Long Beach Museum of Art 
presents Gerit Grimm: “Be- . 
yond the Figurine, Contem- 
porary Inspirations from the 
Museums Collection” from 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. at 2300 E. Ocean 
Blvd. Admission is $7. 


‘Long Beach Day Nurs- 
ery Historical Exhibit’ 
The Historical Society of Long 
Beach presents “Long Beach 
Day Nursery Historical Ex- 
hibit” from 1-5 p.m. at 4260 
Atlantic Ave. Admission is free. 


‘Sick and Twisted 
| 


‘Attrition’ 
The Hellada Gallery presents 
“Attrition” from 2 - 7 p.m. at 117 
Linden Ave. Admission is free. ] 


Tipsy Tuesday 

The Paradise Piano Bar and 
Restaurant presents Tipsy 
Tuesday starting at 3 p.m. at 
1800 E. Broadway. Admission 
is free. 


Karoke and Tacos Tuesday 
The Executive Suite presents 
karaoke and taco Tuesday ; 
at 10 p.m. at 3428 E. Pacific 
Coast Hwy. Entrance is free. 


Tanked Tuesdays 

The Paradise Piano Bar hosts 

Tankéd Tuesdays from 5 - 10 
p.m. located at 1800 E. Broad- 

way. Entrarice is free. 
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Healthy females ages 18-30. 
Donate to infertile couples some 
of the many eggs your body 
disposes monthly. Compensation 


pa rate or http:// Previous experience a plus, but *INCLUDES EYE EXAM $1,600-2,500/month plus housing, airfare, medical insurance, paid vacation 
olutions ~ : unnecessary. Must have BA degree 
donor.eggreproductive.com If you are: DisPosABLe Contact Lenses bf Sy Deadline: May/12 **this date is tentative and could change depending on 
Reproductive Solutions abides by : (Includes eye exam & 3 mos supply) l n a / t nh 4) WwW __ circumstances! == 

-18+ years old Please visit the website www.epik.go.kr 


all federal and state guidelines 
regarding egg donations as well 
as ASRM guidelines. 
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work available now and through 
summer! -$30/hr: Weekemd 
event assistants -$30/hr with 
performance: Sat. Sun PR Reps 
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Find it fast 


Search 49er 
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Tuesday, May 1, 2012 
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Beach Cats 


We're seeking dedicated volunteers to 
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Petty relishes time in the circle 


The LBSU pitcher has 
fought back from 
injuries and sickness 
to make the best of 
her final season. 


By JASON CLARK 
Staff Writer 


No regrets? Check. Just have fun? 
Always. Go out with a bang? Working 
on it. 

Every time starting pitcher Taylor 
Petty steps into the circle for the Long 
Beach State softball team, these are the 
things she works to accomplish before 
her senior season concludes. 

Petty, a communications major who 
plans to become a dental hygienist af- 
ter she graduates is an ace pitcher for 
the 49ers who boasts a team-best 1.20 
ERA. 

It hasn’t been all smooth sailing for 
Petty this past year though, as the se- 
nior has certainly had her setbacks — 
the first coming in spring of last year, 
when she tore the labrum in her hip. 

“It was definitely really frustrating 
at first because I love the game,” Petty 
said. “I was just pitching with it being 
hurt and I ended up becoming more of 
a reliever.” 

Head coach Kim Sowder moved Pet- 
ty to the bullpen and used. her primar- 
ily as a closer for the remainder of the 
2011 season. In spite her injury, Petty 
finished with a 2.34 ERA and earned 


an honorable mention on the All-Big 
West Conference team. She also set the 
single-season school record for saves 
with five. 

“We would have loved to have used 
her more, but we were happy that we 
could use her as much as we did,” 
Sowder said. “She’s a competitor and 
you know she’s going to give you ev- 
erything she has, no question about it.” 

Petty had surgery on her hip in the 
offseason and used summer and fall to 
go through the rehab process. 

“Tt was a long rehab and I really took 
my time and was safe about it because 
the pitcher from last year, Brooke Turn- 
er, had the same surgery,” Petty said. 
“She told me ‘take your time, don’t 
rush back into it’? and I came back re- 
ally strong.” 

As the 49ers prepared for the 2012 
season, they were in the best shape 
they had been in years. Nearly the en- 
tire 2011 team was back and Petty was 
finally healthy and the Big West pre- 
season poll had the ‘Niners favored to 
finish alongside Pacific atop the confer- 
ence standings. 

The optimism in the coaches’ offices 
was, infectious, but then they were hit 
with a stroke of bad luck. 

“The day before we were supposed to 
leave for our first tournament, I came 
down with a fever and found out I had 
pneumonia,” Petty said. 

The pneumonia and its aftermath 
sidelined her for the first half of the 
season and she had to watch as her 
teammates stumbled out to an 8-17 
start, which included a six-game losing 
streak. 


“It definitely was a situation that no- 
body could do anything about and of 
course it’s frustrating when you have 
a player that’s that good that you can’t 
have,” Sowder said. “It definitely takes 
its mental toll.” 

Petty was able to participate in her 
first practice of the season just before 
the start of Big West play. She returned 
to the field on March 31 in an away 
game against UC Santa Barbara and 
wasted no time getting back into form. 

Two hits, 8 strikeouts and 7 shutout 
innings later, Petty won her first game 
of the season. 

Her impact on the team was both 
substantial and immediate. 

“She’s definitely an impact player for 
sure and a huge part of the team, so any 
time you gain somebody like that, it’s 
going to give your team a lift,’ Sowder 
said. “And that little lift is what we 
needed.” 

Since Petty’s return, the ‘Niners are 
11-4 and are tied for first place in the 
Big West. 

The pitching staff hasn’t allowed 
more than four runs in a game since the 
opening weekend at Santa Barbara and 
has held its opponents to one run or less 
nine times. 

Strong pitching is what got the 49ers 
within one game of a conference cham- 
pionship last. year, and it’s what has 
them in the hunt again this year. 

“J just want to go out, have fun, go 
out with a bang and not regret any- 
thing,” Petty said. 

All of that could be accomplished 
with a Big West title. 
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Lone BeacH State ATHLETICS 
Taylor Petty (above) has a team best 1.20 ERA so far this season. 
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